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Why attention for neighbourhood reputations? (1)

• Reputations may hamper neighbourhood
regeneration processes

• Low demand: neighbourhood decline



Why attention for neighbourhood reputations? (2)

• Neighbourhood effects:

1) Social network theories

2) Stigmatisation/neighbourhood reputations



Why attention for neighbourhood reputations? (3)

• Different material consequences:

Wilson (1996): jobs

Bauder (2001): education

• Different social/psychological consequences:

Wacquant (1993): social relationships

Airey (2003): psychological well-being



Central theme

Relationship between reputations and mobility
behaviour and its possible consequences for the
dynamics of neighbourhoods.

To what extent do neighbourhood reputations affect
(intended) moving behaviour of its residents?



Concept of neighbourhood reputation

The neighbourhood is:
“a mirror and symbol of the position a household
occupies in society, its preferences and life style.
The neighbourhood is thus a representation factor.

Reputation refers to the meaning and esteem residents
and other involved parties attribute to a neighbourhood.

Reputation also refers to the relatively stable image a
neighbourhood has among city residents and to its place
in the urban neighbourhood hierarchy .”
(Hortulanus, 1995)



Concept of neighbourhood reputation

1. Role played by residents and non-residents

-- Internal reputation

-- External reputation

2. Urban neighbourhood hierarchy

3. Collective nature

-- Reputation is a collective concept; a wide
shared belief, shared by certain groups



Residential mobility and neighbourhood
reputations (1)

What ways may reputations play a role in moving

behaviour?

1) The avoidance of infamous neighbourhoods by

outsiders:

-- role of institutions (gatekeeper)

-- role of individual residents (avoidance)



Residential mobility and neighbourhood
reputations (2)

• The exit out of infamous neighbourhoods by its

residents:

-- role of individual residents: status

-- personal status/self-image might be damaged



Empirical research

To what extent do neighbourhood reputations
affect (intended) moving behaviour of its
residents?



• Survey carried out in Utrecht, The Netherlands, in 24

neighbourhoods (n=1,339).

• Survey specifically focused on reputations, moving

intentions and neighbourhood participation.

Research area





Results (1)



Results (2)



Results (3)



• Moving intentions are affected by perceived reputation

• Selection effects

• Status sensitivity

• What groups are most likely to intend to leave the

neighbourhood?

Results (4)



Implications of findings

•What do the results mean for the future of infamous

neighbourhoods?

• Neighbourhood dynamics selective mobility

• Neighbourhood regeneration

Reputation still bothers problem neighbourhoods:

Neighbourhoods visibly improved but do potential residents see

that?



Future research

• Longitudinal analysis

• Dynamic approach of leaving and entering neighbourhoods

• Selectivity of migration flows?

• Reputation will continue to trouble regeneration efforts?
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